r Faith Builders

Families at Winter Term
Information for Planning

Introduction

We recognize the special gift of children and believe that families can be ministers of the Gospel
together. We value the contribution that married people make in our churches and ministry
efforts, and we believe that Winter Term can encourage and support married students.

However, we also recognize the challenges that children and parents face during extended periods
away from home. At Winter Term, these challenges are compounded by living in a school setting
that is designed and planned with single students in mind.

We offer the following information to help families determine if Winter Term is a good fit for them
and to help families plan for their time at Winter Term.

Accommodations

Lodging: We provide lodging for families in our main building or across the street in the Omega
House. This lodging is provided on a first-come, first-served basis. Our staff will arrange lodging to
meet family needs and use our spaces efficiently. Our lodging coordinator will be in contact with
you early in December with lodging details. If our arrangements are not suitable for your needs,
you may decline attending Winter Term or pursue other lodging options.

Our family lodging is designed to be space efficient, which means that you will have limited living
room space. Our suites in the main building do not have a private living room; several suites share
a lounge area. Apartments in the Omega House have a small living room and kitchen/dining room.

Storage: There is limited storage space. Bring a minimal number of items as there is no convenient
space to store large items. In particular, while you may have limited need for strollers during the
winter, it’s important to know that we have limited space for large strollers. Please make sure that
any stroller collapses. Umbrella strollers are ideal.

Meals: Our kitchen serves three full meals on Monday-Friday. Brunch and supper are served on
Saturday. Lunch and supper are served on Sunday.

Families living in the Omega House apartments may opt to pay for all meals or to prepare some
meals in their own lodging. Omega House apartments have a stove, oven, microwave, and fridge.

Laundry: All laundry will be done in a laundry area shared with others. The laundry area will not
be available at all times or every day. You should plan to do laundry only once or twice per week.
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Childcare

Because the spaces and routines of Winter Term are different from home life, children will need
guidance and attention for most of the day. It does not typically work well for both parents to take
a full class load. Parents may be able to arrange their class schedules in such a way that one of
them is always available to care for their children.

We are open to the idea of families bringing a nanny to care for their children. In our experience,
this has worked best when the nanny 1) lived with the family and 2) devoted almost all her time to
childcare. Meals are billed for the nanny at the adult meal rate. If the nanny shares living quarters
with your family, there are no additional per-person lodging charges.

If you are considering a nanny for your children, please consider whether you and the nanny are
open to the possibility of the nanny sharing your living quarters.

If you prefer not to have your nanny share your living quarters, the nanny will need to apply for
Winter Term as a student and will need to take at least one class as a student.

We encourage you to contact us to discuss this option before you make plans.

Spaces for Play and Family Time

There are limited lounge and play spaces around Faith Builders, which means that children
sometimes “spill over” into staff work areas or student study spaces. Children should not be
allowed to run free outside of lodging areas without adult supervision. The following guidance
describes some options.

Hallways are public traffic areas and are adjacent to office space or classrooms. Children should
not run or be loud in the halls during office hours (8:00 A.M. — 5:00 P.M.). Note that students need
to study in the evenings as well.

Study Rooms and Student Lounge: Children should not use these areas for play and may enter only
when accompanied by a parent. Older children who can read quietly may be in the student lounge.

Classroom: Children under age 16 may not accompany parents to classes.

Guest lounge: Children may be in the guest lounge, but remember that this is primarily used by the
people living in the adjacent guest rooms.

West Wing: Because the West Wing is the home of Faith Builders Christian School, access during
the school day is limited. Children may be in the following areas of the West Wing.
e FBCS library: 3:30-5:00 PM, Monday-Friday - with adult supervision
e FBCS gym: 3:30-5:00 PM, Monday-Friday and 11:00 AM-5:15 PM on Saturday - with adult or
older sibling (13+) supervision
o The FBCS gym is reserved by different groups on various evenings, typically starting at
7:00. It may be available for families after supper, but priority is given to the groups that
have reserved the gym.

We encourage parents to work together to provide oversight for children playing in designated
areas. You are responsible for their safety. You will need to help your children keep those spaces



“picked up.” We have very limited activities for children, so you may wish to bring a few games
and other activities for your children. See additional ideas below about activities.

School Options for School-age Children

We assume that your school-aged children will be homeschooling during Winter Term. It works
best for homeschooling to happen in your lodging area, not in shared spaces like the cafeteria or
lounges. We try to take that into account as we make lodging arrangements.

Faith Builders Christian School (FBCS), our onsite school, will be in session with more than 125
students in grades 1-12. Winter Term families with children in Grades 5-12 who have interest in
their children joining activities at FBCS should contact the secretary at fbcs@fbep.org by
December 6 to learn about the options. Due to facility capacity, opportunities for children in
grades 1-4 are limited.

Schedule

The Winter Term schedule is very full and demanding. We recommend that you do not plan
frequent weekend travel during the term.

Daily Student Schedule

7:15-7:45 AM: Breakfast

8:00-8:30 AM: Chapel

8:40-10:10 AM: Class Period A

10:20-11:50 AM: Class Period B

11:45-12:45: Lunch

12:15-1:45 PM: Class Period C

1:55-3:25 PM: Class Period D

3:35-5:05 PM: Class Period E

5:15: Supper

7:00 Evening Activities: The student council (StuCo) plans activities on Tuesday, Friday, Saturday,
and Sunday evenings. Not all activities are open to participation by children.

Considerations for Children’s Schedule

As we all know, children thrive on routine. We highly recommend that caregivers establish a good
routine as early as possible. For example, establishing consistent times for meals, naps, and play
time will be helpful.

You may also wish to plan times of the day for certain activities, such as story time or activity time.
Some suggestions for activities are listed below in “Things to Bring.”

Class Load and Homework Requirements

A typical course load means taking at least two and up to three classes per day. Homework for
Summer Term classes will take at least the same amount of time as is spent in class. The homework
for some classes may require twice as much time as is spent in class. Thus, a person taking two
classes will spend 3 hours in class each day and 3-6 hours doing homework.

There is the option to audit classes, which means attending class but not doing all the homework.
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It may work for one spouse to take a full class load (2-3 classes per day) and the other spouse to
take one class. Other couples have found that it works best for them to take the combined
equivalent of a full-time class load; that is, between the two spouses, taking a total of two or three
classes.

Things to Bring
In addition to the regular items to bring, we encourage you to consider some of these items:
e Small activities that can be done indoors such as craft Kits, stickers, playdoh, educational
activity books
o Games, Legos, puzzles, or a few small toys
e Books (children love a good story time)
e Small backpack to carry the necessities for children
e Small Compact Umbrellas

Dress Expectations

Married students are expected to abide by the dress standards as indicated in the catalog.

Children are not expected to follow those guidelines. Children attending FBCS should follow the
FBCS dress guidelines which are available from the FBCS secretary at fbcs@fbep.org.

Feel free to contact us with any questions.

The staff team at Faith Builders
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